
 In the Presbyterian tradition (not just the Presbyterian tradition, but it’s 
particularly strong for us), the process of sermon development is called exegesis, a 
Greek word that means “to lead out.”  It is the process by which one begins with a 
passage of Scripture and then seeks to find the message in that passage that sits at 
the intersection of the congregation, our societal context, and God’s Word. 

 There are traditions and preachers where the process begins with an idea, 
and then the preacher searches the Bible to find a passage of Scripture to justify that 
idea.  We frown on that approach, because it means that the core idea didn’t 
emanate from the Scripture, it emanated from the preacher. 

 Since we start with a passage of Scripture and not a pre-formed idea, how are 
those passages chosen?  In the old days, preachers often simply chose a book of the 
Bible and preached it straight through, usually at the pace of a chapter per week – 
often more slowly – beginning to end.  In modern times, we have the resource of 
what is called a “lectionary”, a multi-denominational rotation of passages that is on 
a three-year cycle.  There are four passages to choose from each week, and I usually 
choose the Gospel lesson. 

 I do not prepare a sermon in a week.  While I do not actually write a sermon 
until late in the week (and I mean late), I choose a particular passage and begin the 
exegetical process weeks ahead of time.  As I was looking ahead at the lectionary 
passages for June, a theme leapt out at me: trusting God. 

  So I decided to turn the five Sundays of June into a sermon series on the 
theme of deepening our trust in God.  What does it mean to trust God?  I put a 
question out on Facebook to ask all of you about trust in God, and the answers I 
received were largely on the same theme: that it becomes hard to trust God when 
tragedies happen or when life becomes difficult.  But I was thinking: in those in-
between times, are we really trusting God, or are we just not thinking about it?  
Maybe we’re just not not trusting God when we’re not in extremis.  
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 But what if we put more work into actively learning to trust God?  What 
if we developed our sense of trust in God so that God was actually leading our 
lives every day – and we could sense that all the time?  How might that change 
the way we live?  How might we make better decisions and live richer, fuller, 
bolder lives – lives that truly reflect the image of the divine with which we were 
created? 

 I also felt that this was a perfect opportunity for you to invite someone to 
FPC.  Now I understand that this is something that does not come easily for 
most people.  So we’re going to make it easy.  First, we created a website just for 
this sermon series (this is a common marketing device these days) – it’s like an 
online flyer for the series, and as the series progresses, all of the sermons and 
study notes will be accessible there.  The web site is www.fpctrustgod.org and we 
want you to share it. 

Here’s a simple challenge: if you are on email, think of at least 3-5 friends 
who might need to trust God more with their lives and just send them that link.  
If you are on Facebook, please share that link once each week before each 
Sunday of the series.  If you are on Twitter, tweet that link once each week. 

The act of sharing your faith – sharing the fact that you attend a church, 
inviting people to attend a sermon series – these are acts of trust in God.  
Because God told us to make disciples of all nations and a major part of trusting 
God is a simple willingness to do what God asks us to do. 

Please pray that June will be a pivotal month for you, for us, and for 
those whose lives need a greater sense of the continual, comforting, confidence-
building presence of God.    

 

Peace and blessings, 
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F R O M  T H E  C H O I R  R O O M  

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship sometime on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  
It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and the same basic sermon as  
Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and  
invite your friends!  Please note that Crossroads does not meet in July; after June 30th  
Crossroads will resume on August 4. 

     BERGEN SYMPHONY CONCERT 
The Bergen Symphony returns to our sanctuary on Saturday, June 1 at 8 p.m. in  

a concert that includes Elgar's Violin Concerto with soloist Artur Kaganovskiy and Dvorak's 
"New World" Symphony. Tickets are $10 only before June 1 and $20 at the door. 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a weekly 
commitment, the Summer Choir is for you. They rehearse and sing one Sunday of each 
month during the Summer. We meet at 10 a.m. to rehearse and sing for worship at 11. 
You are welcome to come for one or come for all, just be prepared to enjoy yourself. 
The first Summer Choir Sunday is June 30. 

CHOIR/USHER LUNCHEON 
Our annual end of the season social takes place at the Manse on Sunday, June 9 at  
1 p.m. Chef Rich Hong will display his culinary talents and provide a memorable  
feast for us. See you there! 

           THREE MORE WEEKS! 
It’s not too late to come sing with the Chancel Choir for the final three weeks of the 

season. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
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CELEBRATING TEACHERS & FAMILIES ON JUNE 9! 
After Worship on June 9, the congregation is invited for Lunch as we thank our  
Staff Teams of the Church School and Scripture Study and as we celebrate Parents,  
the Children and the Youth who have been a part of our program all year!  
 

During the celebration a wonderful Kid Magician, Evan Kirsh, 11 years old and student  
at Roslyn Middle School on Long Island, will perform lots of magic, amazing adults and  
children with his card tricks and stage magic. Evan is an award winner at Long Island Magic Arts Convention 
Junior Competition, volunteers at senior centers, helps raise money at charitable events, and has performed 
at Bleeker Street Theater in NYC.  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Summer Sunday School begins on June 9 with “Awesome Adventures: God’s Amazing Son”.  
During the summer months, parents and others take turns leading the children with their  
biblical lessons and activity using a great and fun curriculum. 
 

OUR NURSERY HAS A WISH LIST 
We need: a glider, child’s kitchen, plastic rocking horse, baby doll for 
stroller, toy iron, toys for ages 3 months to 3 years – no cloth toys, please, 
and booster chairs for Elmore Hall.  Can you help? Email Karen, karenduboiskahn@gmail.com 

 

THEATRE CAMP WILL BE DIRECTED BY MARGOT BENNETT  
The Camp will run from Monday to Friday, August 5 - 16, 9:30 - 2 p.m. for youth entering 5th to 9th grade 
in September. More details will be coming soon. 
 

TWO BIBLE CAMPS SCHEDULED FOR AUG. 26 – 30 
Cyndi Kumor, Director, announces “Everywhere FUN FAIR where GOD’S WORLD Comes Together”  
celebrating God’s welcoming love for everyone. At this exciting kid-friendly 
fair, your kids will experience the love of Jesus, meet welcoming neighbors 
from the Bible, and explore the everyday life of neighbors from Japan, Zim-
babwe, the United Kingdom, Australia, and Mexico. There will be exciting 
attractions such as interactive Bible storytelling, global games, rockin’ music, 
super science, cool crafts, and more! The Vacation Bible Camp will run from 9 a.m. to 12 noon for 3 ½ year 
olds to 7th graders. Look for the registration form and get your kids on board for this exciting adventure at 
the end of summer! 
Another great feature of this camp experience is FAMILY BIBLE CAMP during the same week, but from  
6 – 8 p.m. for Parents and Children of all ages. It’s the same theme, the same attractions and includes  

Supper at 6 p.m. Registration forms will be available shortly for both morning and evening camps. 
 

         

PLANNING CAMP FOR YOUR KIDS THIS SUMMER? 
Choose Camp Johnsonburg, our Presbyterian Church Camp, only one hour west of Englewood 

and A Camp You Can Trust! Pick up a brochure for Half-Week and Full-Week Camps of all kinds 
for 1st to 12th graders! Camp J also has family camps! Website: campjburg,org  We also offer a  

generous $200 scholarship for each camper. Speak with Dorothy V. 
         Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 
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FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, June 6 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Please join us for an interesting and enlightening time as Rev. Hong leads us in 
a look at the book “When God Talks Back” by T. M. Luhrmann, a discussion  
of whether we can “hear” God in prayer.  To celebrate the conclusion of our 
program year, we invite you to stay and eat together; please bring your own 
lunch and desserts will be provided. 

 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, through June 30, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care 
 

In this study we review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of 
history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us.  You’ll 
understand more of the background that undergirds the sermon in a setting where you get to know some 
of your fellow worshippers better.  After June 30 the Sunday morning study will resume on September 8. 

 

N E W S  F O R  T H E  C O N G R E G AT I O N  

NEWCOMER’S DINNER 

Are you new to FPC?  Please join us for a NEWCOMER'S DINNER on  
Thursday, June 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the East Room.  Meet other people who've 
recently discovered FPC, and learn more about the church.  Because we are 
ordering food, we need you to R.S.V.P. if you are coming no later than noon 
on Tuesday, June 4.  Please call the Church Office (201-568-7373 ext. 0 or  
office@englewoodpres.org) and also indicate if you have any dietary restrictions  
or require child care in the nursery.  We will be scheduling these regularly throughout  
the year. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 
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COPE: FPC’S CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center 
Thursday, June 20, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If  
you are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s 

Caregivers’ Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to 
bring you both a wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive 
sharing led by Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  COPE 
will provide you with a compassionate circle of men and women who support one another in our care of 
others. For additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward 
this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others. All are welcome.  Light 
refreshments will be served. 

AMANDA’S CABARET NIGHT ON JUNE 8 AT 5 P.M. 
Saturday, June 8, 2013 @ 5 pm with a BBQ Dinner to follow. 

Tickets are $20.00 per person 
 

Amanda Baez invites you to come and support her as she makes her solo debut! 
 

Amanda will be performing her favorite songs and monologues from her many years of acting  
and singing training.  Amanda, active member of our Youth Group before her college career,  
was a volunteer leader in music and theatre for our children and youth.  Amanda is raising funds 
to help her get back to college and finish her BA in Musical Theatre. She will also be donating  
a quarter of the proceeds to help the Center for Food Action.  The dinner will be BBQ style 
chicken and pork served with traditional BBQ style sides followed by dessert.  
 

Tickets may be purchased in advance or at the door from members of the Baez family. 
 

BABY BASICS: PROVIDING BABY ESSENTIALS TO  
LOW-INCOME FAMILIES 

 

Mission Committee sponsors this project from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day, June 16,  
when all donations will be collected. Baby Basics gratefully accepts donations of all  

brands of diapers sizes 3, 4, 5 and 6 and the following brands of formula: Similac Advance Pow-
der and Similac Isomil Advance Powder.  Canisters are available at the church for your  

cash donations.   
 

THANKS TO GIVEAWAY DONORS AND HELPERS 
 Thanks to 40 families who donated to the Giveaway! Thanks to the 44 helpers who gave countless hours on those 
3 days of the Giveaway! About 250 shoppers came from 6 agencies in Bergen County. Vietnam Vets picked up the 

little that was left.   
A BIG Thank You to Charlene Niland and Elena Sepulveda who organized every aspect of the  
Giveaway and they thank everyone who helped make it happen! 
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            LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 
              LITTLE FERRY, AUGUST 5-8 
 

The goal of Habitat for Humanity is to eliminate homelessness by working in 
partnership with hard-working individuals and families in need.  As in previous 
years, FPC is participating in this mission. While in the past, we had gone to distant 

areas, this summer- during the week of August 5 through August 8 (Monday Through Thursday) - we will  
be working close to home with Bergen County's Superstorm Sandy Restoration Project. 
 

Our neighbors in Little Ferry suffered severe losses in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.  FPC in working with 
Habitat to rebuild what has been lost, are demonstrating our commitment to the needs of others and to our 
faith.  We are letting people know, during their most difficult times, that they are not alone.  
 

There are two important ways in which you may support this restoration effort. 
 

 1. Volunteer to work with our FPC group in Little Ferry.  There is a signup sheet at the Information 
 Center in Elmore Hall. Stop by at Coffee and Conversation with any questions.   
 

 2. You may wish to  DONATE cash or checks earmarked for Habitat by placing your contributions in 
 Stu's House. Donations are needed in order to cover expenses for supplies.  No materials can be 
 accepted, since the needs will be determined by the volunteer workers at the site. 
  

For more information, speak with Jae Yoo, Habitat coordinator, or with Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Chair of 
Mission Committee. 

   FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAY, JUNE 2 

FPC FAMILY CONNECTION: TERRIFIC TUESDAYS 
Church Playtime and Activity 11:30am – 12:30pm in the Chapel  
June 4 and June 11 
 

Moms and Dads of preschoolers, join us in the Chapel for this Tuesday morning  
church playtime from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. for this special activity and craft that 

celebrates our faith.  A children’s yoga instructor will lead little ones in learning the Lord’s Prayer with our 
bodies and we’ll close each of the four Terrific Tuesdays with a blessing for our parents to strengthen them for 
the journey of the week ahead.  Have a friend with a preschooler? Bring them along to FPC! 
 

FPC FAMILY CONNECTION DROP-BY DINNER: 6:00PM – 7:30PM  
Wednesday June 5 in Elmore Hall, *Cookout Wednesday June 12 at the Manse 
 

As the school year comes to a close, let FPC provide the dinner for your busy family for this 
informal mid-week gathering time of food and faith for ALL our FPC families.  We’ll provide  
plenty of pizza, chicken nuggets and fruit so bring your family and drop by on your way to sports or 
before your little one heads to bed.  We’ll open and close each of these three FPC Family Connection 
Drop-by Dinners with family prayer. *June 12th will feature a family cookout at the Manse with Pastor Rich.  
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O T H E R  N E W S  

 

THANKS TO CROP WALK FOR HUNGER  
WALKERS AND SPONSORS! 

Our Mini-Walk with the children and youth raised $76! That’s enough money to feed a  
family of 5 for a month in the developing world!  25% of all monies raised benefits the local 

Center for Food Action. There were 101 walkers in the afternoon from 12 congregations in 5 
towns!!  Monies raised need to be turned in on Sunday or to the Church office by June 1. Thanks to Carol 
Cornell for coordinating all the arrangements, to Glenn Garrison for placing all the CROP Walk signs along 
the routes, and to John Fraser and Tracey Fraser who are treasurers for the East Bergen Walk. 

          DEACONS HOST BLOOD DRIVE ON JUNE 23 
The Blood Drive by Community Blood Services will be from 12 noon to 3 p.m. in the bloodmobile 
just outside of Elmore Hall. Please reserve a time for your donation to save a life!  A sign-up and other 
information will be at Elmore Hall’s Information Center. 

PLANTS AND PEOPLE:  
A PROFILE OF NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 

DON'T MISS SINGLES CONNECTION ON THURSDAY, JUNE 20th AT 7 P.M. 
 

Tracey Fraser, Program Coordinator of the Ruth Rae Howell Family Garden in 
Children's Education at the New York Botanical Garden will share why we study 
plants and why we believe it is important for people to understand and appreciate  

the role of plants in our lives and in the environment. 
 

Learn firsthand about the NY Botanical Garden and how plants convert solar 
energy into stores of energy, or food, through photosynthesis.  They also provide many vital ''ecosystem 

services,'' from global down to local levels.  
 

Of great importance is that plants provide thousands of useful products that make life possible on 
earth, such as fibers, wood, fuels, oils, resins, waxes, soaps, dyes, foods, and medicines. Plants give 

people pleasure; gardening is among the most popular hobbies in the United States. 
 

Learn more about the NY Botanical Garden at Singles Connections on June 20th - you will 
want to head there in your immediate future!  You'll also see special features of the children's 

gardening program - to pass along or enjoy. Tracey is a certified horticultural therapist. 

DOES SOMETHING NEED FIXING?  
Do you see something that isn't working as it should?  A light bulb that's out?  A dispenser  
that's empty?  Send a quick email to pleasefixit@englewoodpres.org and we'll get it to the  
right person to be taken care of.  (And anything you can do to help us keep this place in  
tip-top shape would be greatly appreciated!)  
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SOME WONDERFUL HAPPENINGS AT FPPK 
 

Our 2nd Clothing Swap was very successful. We raised over $400 and happily  
donated the rest of the clothing to the church's annual  Giveaway.  

 

We had a terrific turnout for our FPPK Walkathon/Family Day Picnic. We had over 80  
    t-shirt sponsors!  All proceeds will go towards our playground fund. 
 

In celebration of National Teacher's Appreciation Day we gave a delicious luncheon for our wonderful  
teachers and staff.   

 

We are planning and looking forward to our end of the year Parent Party.  It will be held at the  
Brownstones on May 31st. 

 

We are currently giving school tours to prospective parents.  We still have limited openings in all of our  
classes. If you or someone you know is interested in our wonderful cooperative school, please call Terry  
or Jeannie to schedule a private tour at 201 568-3042. 

 

Thanks Everyone! Happy Spring!  -Jenni and Grace 
     

OUR CHURCH CELEBRATES 153 YEARS! 
Our Anniversary celebration begins at the 11 a.m. Worship Service with Robert 
Ryder sharing another story of our history and where we are today. He will  
also lead a tour of our beautiful Stained Glass Windows in the Sanctuary at 
12:30 p.m. and you are invited to see and hear about the variety of works by 
different artisans in this most ancient and honorable art form. 

 

The windows represent a broad spectrum of styles, concepts of color, periods of 
design and textures. Some of the windows are the three Chancel windows of faith, 

hope and charity, the Easter windows, Christ and the Children, the Gospel Windows, 
 and even a World War I Memorial window. Barbara Kalvig will be hosting this event.  

FPC HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE FOR 2 WEEKS IN JULY 

Family Promise homeless guests, parents and their children, will be arriving on the evening of  
Sunday, July 14, and spending 14 nights with us in Elmore Hall. We have 5 support congregations 

that host with us and they have chosen 12 nights out of the 14 leaving July 21 and 24 for our  
opportunity to host. We provide two overnight hosts for those two nights, dinner, breakfast and  

lunch items. Natalie Beaumont organizes and coordinates our church’s responsibilities.  
 Dorothy VanderWerf coordinates the program with the 5 wonderful support congregations:  
Kol HaNeshamah, Leonia Presbyterian, St. Paul’s Episcopal, Unitarian Universalist, and Metro Church.  
Katie Bigler, Project Manager for the Souper Bowl of Caring Offering which helps support this program, is  
responsible for purchasing supplies for the two weeks. 
 We need your help on July 14: to organize all the supplies needed and help with setting up the beds  
and partitions; on July 21 and 24 we need 2 overnight hosts and dinners for each night; and on July 27 to 
help put away all supplies ready for the December hosting. 
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People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Robert and Barbara Ryder and families on the death of Bob’s Mother, Lois Ryder on 
May 19, 2013 at the age of 99. 
 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: the family of Craig Rossi, former member, whose Memorial Service was held at the 
church on May 22, 2013 with Rev. Hong officiating. 
 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Lourenso Ramautar and family on the death of his aunt, Gloreen Kissoon, on  
May 10, 2013. 
 

BEST WISHES AND PRAYERS FOR: Alan Aluska who is recovering from hip surgery at Englewood Hospital. 
 

BEST WISHES AND PRAYERS FOR: Emily Kahn recovery from a fractured vertebrae. 
 

CELEBRATING BAPTISMS FOR: Hailey Elena Knott, daughter of Andrew Knott and Diana Chalarca, 
granddaughter of Laurie and Robert Knott, baptized on April 28, 2013; Henry Sunghyun Kim, son of Joseph 
and Tina Kim, baptized on May 5, 2013; and Kate Minseo Park, daughter of Se Won and Eun Jeong Kim, 
baptized on May 19, 2013 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Tim and Brittany Farrell on the Baptism of their son, Kaden Timothy Farrell, on  
May 18, 2013 at St. Elizabeth’s Roman Catholic Church in Wyckoff. Congratulations to Kaden’s 
grandparents, Linda and William Farrell, and his Uncle Eddy Farrell, too. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Javier Guerrero and Joy Okorie, our youth representatives, who will be attending the 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium as delegates from the Presbytery of the Palisades at Purdue University in 
Lafayette, Indiana from July 15 to 19. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  Chris Maack who graduated on May 19 from the Dolan School of Business at Fairfield 
University with a Master of Science in Accounting degree. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO: Mercedes Zuluaga and family, Yvonne Crichton, Tracey Fraser and Whole Foods in 
Edgewater for such an outstanding presentation of “The Bee Project” from tasty foods to hearing from a bee 
keeper, from the Botannical Gardens in NYC to honey tasting by Whole Foods, from a documentary on 
“Vanishing Bees” to the incredible colorful display of flowers everywhere!  
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN GOING TO THE HEIFER FARM IN RUTLAND, MA FROM AUGUST 2 – 4? Two representatives 
from our church are invited in gratitude for our support of Heifer over the years. If interested, we need to 
register you immediately. Please contact Dorothy VanderWerf  to register. 

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN 

The Labyrinth on the Lawn is open year-round and is located in back of the building on the 
grassy knoll with the entrance near where you see a bench. It is a metaphor for the 

journey of life with its twists and turns, changes and challenges, but we 
continue on the path with hope and determination. Come, take a walk on  

a nice day for a time of prayer and meditation.  



 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION ON JUNE 2 & 16 
On June 2, the congregation is invited to the home of George and Carolyn Milne and to their magnificent rose  
garden at 110 Summit Street in Englewood. From the church, go east up the hill on Palisade Avenue, past Dwight  
Englewood School on your left to the next light which is Summit, turn right and their house is on the right.  
 

On June 16, the Outreach Committee will sponsor a Sunday Sundae at Coffee & Conversation along with 
Bagels and Birthday Cake to celebrate our June birthdays. 

NOTE: JULY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON JUNE 14TH 
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ood, N
J 07631 

201-568-7373 
w

w
w

.englew
oodpres.org 

C
FL–  

C
enter for Learning 

C
H

-C
hapel 

C
R

-C
hoir R

oom
 

EH
-Elm

ore Hall 
ER

-East R
oom

 
LIB-Library 
M

R
-M

eeting R
oom

 
M

UR
-M

usic R
oom

 
N

-Nursery 
SANC

-Sanctuary 
  

Every Sunday: 
9:45am

  & 12:15 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
10.00 am Bible Study; 11:00 am Worship Service 

11:15 am
  Summ

er Sunday School (June 9th)  
12 noon Coffee & Conversation 

Nursery / child care available from
 9:30 - 12:30 pm 

Crossroads Contemporary Worship 5:30 pm 

Sun 

Last C
rossroads  

W
orship until Aug. 4 

30 


